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KOLLEL OF FLATBUSH

2504 AVENUE K
BROOKLYN, NY 11210

i? 718.734.0022

Dear Friend,

There is no shortage of calendars disseminated annually however the calendar you now hold in your hands is exceptional because the institution it represents
— Kollel D’Flatbush — is truly exceptional.

Kollel D’Flatbush opened its doors just six years ago and now 18 young, handpicked families call the Kollel their Makom Torah. Discerning area residents
recognize that the Kollel is a treasure.

An important founding principle of the Kollel is that it is in, and for, the community. It is a beautiful environment for pure and uninterrupted Limud
HaTorah morning, noon and night; uplifting Tefillos; inspiring Shiurim; and more.

The Kollel D’Flatbush calendar not only contains a treasure trove of information regarding Zmanim for the next 12 months and beyond — which we have
painstakingly updated for the Lakewood community - but also contains a unique and in-depth m»n >»1 782 authored by one of our very own Yungerlight.
It can be used for scheduling purposes and can also help Lakewood residents of all ages to enhance their n2on and nrann activities throughout the year. We
hope that it will become the gold standard for you, as it has for countless Brooklyn residents.

If you would like to receive this calendar in our pocket sized version, please email office@flatbushkollel.org, call us at 718-734-0022, or mail us.

If you would like to be added to our email list for updates on Zmanim, Shiurim, events and general matters, please send an email to info@flatbushkollel.org
or visit the Kollel’s website at www.flatbushkollel.org

Yanky Samet on behalf of the Board of Directors of Kollel D’Flatbush
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9 May1 S M 4:13% 4:45 507 5:18 5:21 8:16', 8:39', 8:.48', 9:24', 10:10)2 10:34'% 1:29',  1:35)2  4:58), 6:26
R May2 M 2 4:11% 4:43, 505, 5:16» 5:19'4| 555 | 8:15), 8:39 848 9:24 10:10 10:34 12:54 1:29', 1352 459  6:26):
1 May3 T ®n 410 442!, 5:04 5:15 5:18'2| 5:54), | 8:14'> 8:38 8472 9:23)» 10:09)2 10:33'%| 12:53)2| 1:29), 1:35)2 459 6:27'%
) May-4 W m 408 441 503 5:14 5:17 5:53 8:13, 837, 8:.46', 9:222 10:09  10:33 12:53%| 1:29'2 1:35)%2 5.00  6:28
T May5 Th v 4:06)2 440 5:012 5:12)2 5:16 5:52 8:12!), 8:37 846 9:22 10:08'2 10:32)2| 12:53'2| 1:29'2 1:35)2  5:01 6:29
1 May6 F © 405 4:39 5:00 5:11%, 5:15 5:51 8:11, 8:36', 845 9:212 10:08 10:32 12:53%:| 1:29"2 1:35), 5012 6:29
1\ May-7 naw X0 4:03 4:38 459 5:10 5:14 5:50 8:10)2 8:36 845 9:21 10:07°2 10:31'2| 12:53'4| 1:292 1:35)2 5:02  6:30%
t May-8 S 210 4:01, 436, 4.57: 5:.09 5:12!5| 5:48), | 8:09'. 8:35  8:44), 9:20), 10:07)2 10:31'%| 12:53)%| 1:29'%,  1:35%%  5:02): 6:31
N May9 M 2 400 4:35), 4:56 5:07. 5:11%| 5:47'> | 8:08)> 8:34), 843, 9:19%. 10:07 10:31 12:53| 1:292  1:35),  5:03 6:32
V May-10 T 7Tv 3:58)2 4:34', 4:55 5:06'2 5:10'5| 5:46)» | 8:08 8:34 843 9:19 10:06%, 10:30'%%| 12:53%| 1:29'%, 1:35% 5:03)% 6:32%
> May-11 W v 3:57  4:33, 4:53), 5:05 5:09'2| 5:45% | 8:.07  8:33, 8:42), 9:.182 10:06 10:30 12:53 1:29',  1:35%,  5:.04  6:33)
X’ May-12 Th 1w 3:55, 4:32), 4:52)> 5:.04 5:08!2| 5:44), | 8:06 8:33 842 9:18 10:06 10:30 12:53 1:29',  1:35%,  5:04), 6:34Y;
2 May-13 F W 354 4:31, 4:51), 5:03 5.07)2| 5:43%, | 8:05  8:32), 8:41), 9:17, 10:05)2 10:29'%| 12:53 1:29%,»  1:35),  5:05 6:35
» May-14mw nu  3:52); 4:30%2 4:50 5:02 5:06'2| 542, | 8:04'2 832 841 917 10:05  10:29 12:53 1:292 1135, 5:06  6:36
T May-15 S Vv 351  4:29): 4:49 5:00'2 5:05)2| 5:41» | 8:032 8:32 8402 9:16)2 10:05 10:29 12:53 1:30 1:36 5:06'2 6:36'
W May-16 M Y  3:49), 4:28), 4:48 4:59'» 5:04)2| 5:40), | 8:02> 8:31, 840 9:16 10:04)> 10:28'%2| 12:53 1:30 1:36 5:07  6:37%
TV May-17 T XY 3:48 4:28  4:47 4:58'>» 5:04 5:40 8:02 831 840 9:16 10:04'2 10:28'2| 12:53 1:30 1:36 5:07'2 6:38
© May-18 W 1y 3:46', 4:27 4:46 457", 5:03 5:39 8:01  8:302 8:39'2 9:15%, 10:04  10:28 12:53%| 1:30 1:36 5:08 6:39
m May-19 Th v 3:45)% 4:26 4:45 4:56'>» 5:02 5:38 8:00~2 8:30 839 9:15 10:04  10:28 12:53%| 1:30 1:36 5:08)2 6:39%
v May-20 F TV 3:44 4:25!)% 4:44 4:56 5:01'2| 5:37) | 7:59» 8:30 8:38)%2 9:14)> 10:03)2 10:27'2| 12:53'2| 1:302 1:36)>2 5:.09  6:40
J May-21mw Yy 3:42)% 4:24), 4:43 4:55 5:00)2| 5:36» | 7:59  8:29, 8:382 9:14)>2 10:03)2 10:27'%| 12:53)2| 1:302 1:362 5:09'2 6:41
R May-22 S W 341 4:24 442 4:54 5:00 5:36 7:58 829 838 9:14 10:03 10:27 12:53%| 1:30%,  1:36%2 5:10 6:41Y;
13 May-23 M W 340 4:23 441 4:53 4:59 5:35 7:57» 829  837% 9:13%» 10:03 10:27 12:53'%| 1:30%,  1:362 5:10% 6:42Y
) May-24 T ny 3:39 4:22), 440, 4:52)> 4:58'%| 5:34', | 7:57  8:28')» 8:37% 9:13)%5 10:02)2 10:26'%5| 12:53'4| 1:31 1:37 5:11 6:43
T3 May-25 W vy 3:38 4:21% 4:39), 4:51% 4:57'5| 5:33% | 7:56'> 8:28', 8:37 9:13 10:02)> 10:26'%| 12:53)%| 1:31 1:37 5:12  6:43Y
13 May-26 Th 5 3:37 4:21 4:38), 4:51 4:57 5:33 7:55), 8:28 837 913 10:02)2 10:26'2| 12:54 1:31 1:37 5:12, 6:44Y;
1D May-27 F R 3:35), 4:20, 4:38 4:50 4:565| 5:32'» | 7:55  8:28  8:36)%, 9:12» 10:02)2 10:26'5| 12:54 1:31%,  1:37%, 513 6:45
1D May-28maw 19 3:34', 4:20 4:37, 449, 456 5:32 7:54), 828 836, 9122 10:02  10:26 12:54 1:31%  1:137%  5:13%, 6:45%
nd May-29 S 0 3:33); 4119, 4:36', 4:49 4:55'2| 531, | 7:54 827 8:36 9:12 10:02 10:26 12:54 1:31% 1137 514 646"
VD May-30 M T 3:32); 4:19 436 4:48 4:55 5:31 7:53), 8274 836 9:12 10:02  10:26 12:54)5| 1:32 1:38 5:14), 6:47
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2"swn mos Dels B Degrees  Degrees  Minutes [(CRMMNIN until Tzais until Tzais |Tzaisof 72 the GRAand | Tzaisof72  the GRAand [IOGRUEVAN theGRAand  "225%F [othe GRA tothe GRA
EEcesiinutes 7°5' 7°5' Minutes GRAZ Minutes GRAZ GRAZ Mi:ites and GRAZ  and GRAZ
1 Jun-l1 W B 3:3] 4:18 4:35 4:47 4:54 7:52% 8:27 8:35% 9:11%  10:02 10:26 12:54'5| 1:32%, 1:38%, 5:15% 6:48
3 Jun-2 Th 1 3:30 4:17, 4:34 4:46', 4:53%| 5:29'% | 7.52 8:27 8:35%, 9:11%  10:02 10:26 12:55 1:32%  1:38% 5:16 6:49
T Jun3 F N9 3:29% 4:17% 4:33% 4:.46 4:53',| 5:29'% | 7:52 8:27 8:35%, 9:11%  10:02 10:26 12:55 1:32%  1:38% 5:16 6:49Y;
7 Jun-4 mw vo 3:28% 4:17 4:33', 4:45% 4:53 5:29 7:51% 8:27  8:35% 9:11% 10:02  10:26 12:55 1:33 1:39 5:16% 6:50
1 Jun5 S X 328 4:16)% 4:33 4:45', 4:52,| 5:28% | 7:51 827 835 9:11 10:02  10:26 12:55%| 1:33 1:39 5:17  6:50%
T Jun-6 M Rx 3:27% 4:16), 4:32), 4:45 4:52',| 5:28% | 7:51 8:27 835 911 10:02 10:26 12:55%| 1:33%  1:39%  5:17% 6:51
N Jun-7 T 2% 327 4116 4:32 4:44', 4:52 5:28 7:50), 8:27 835 9:11 10:02  10:26 12:55% | 1:33%  1:39% 5:18  6:51%
vV Jun-8 W ¥ 3126 4116 4:32 4:44', 4:52 5:28 7:50), 8:27 835 9:11 10:02  10:26 12:56 1:33%,  1:39% 5:18)%, 6:52
> Jun9 Th T¥ 3:26 4:15% 4:31% 4:44 4:51',| 5:27% | 7:50 827 835 9:11 10:02  10:26 12:56 1:34 1:40 5:19  6:52Y%
X Jun-10 F nX 3:25% 4:15% 4:31), 4:44 4:51',| 5:27% | 7.50 827 835 9:11 10:02 10:26 12:56 1:34 1:40 5:19  6:53
2 Jun-11 P ¥ 3125 4:15% 4:31 4:44  4:51%| 5:27, | 7:50 827 835 9:11 10:02  10:26 12:56%| 1:34), 1:40%. 5:19% 6:53%
¥ Jun-12 S ¥ 3:24!), 4:15% 4:31 4:43", 4:51'5| 5:27% | 7:49'%: 8:.27 8:35 9:11 10:02', 10:26'%:| 12:56%| 1:34%,  1:40%  5:20 6:54
T Jun-13 M nx  3:24), 4:15)% 4:31 4:43",  4:51'5| 5:27% | 7:49% 8:.27 8:35% 9:11%  10:02%, 10:26'| 12:57 1:35 1:41 5:20% 6:54
W Jun-14 T v¥ 3:24 4:15)% 4:31 4:43,  4:51'5| 5:27% | 7:49'%: 8:.27 8:35% 9:11%  10:02%, 10:26'| 12:57 1:35 1:41 5:20% 6:54%;
W Jun-15 W P 3:24  4:15% 4:30% 4:43", 4:51%| 5:27'% | 7.49% 8:27% 8:35% 9:11% 10:02%2 10:26'.| 12:57 1:35%  1:41%  5:21 6:55
P Jun-16 Th Np 3:24  4:15% 4:31 4:43, 4:51'%| 5:27'% | 7:49', 8:27"%% 8:35%2 9:11%  10:03 10:27 12:57'%| 1:35%  1:41%  5:21 6:55
W Jun-17 F 2397 3:24 4:15)% 4:31 4:43Y, 4:51%| 5:27'% | 7.49'% 8:27% 8:.36 9:12 10:03 10:27 12:57%| 1:35%  1:.41%  5:21% 6:55%
v Jun-18 maw 3y 3:24  4:15) 4:31 4:43, 4:51%| 5:27', | 7:50  8:27% 8:36 9:12 10:03  10:27 12:58 1:36 1:42 5:21% 6:56
d Jun-19 S TP 324 415 4:31 4:44 451 5:27'% | 7:50 8:28 836 9:12 10:03%, 10:27%| 12:58 1:36 1:42 5:22  6:56
RJ Jun-20 M 0P 324 4116 4:31 4:44  4:52 5:28 7:50 8:28  8:36% 9:12%, 10:03% 10:27'%| 12:58 1:36, 1:.42), 5122  6:56%
2D Jun-21 T W 324, 4:16 431 4:44 4:52 5:28 7:50  8:28!, 8:36% 9:12%, 10:04  10:28 12:58%,| 1:36% 1:42» 5:22'% 6:56Y
M Jun-22 W W 3:24%, 4:16% 4:31%, 4:44), 4:52',| 5:28', | 7:50% 8:28%, 8:36% 9:12), 10:04  10:28 12:58'5| 1:37 1:43 5:22, 6:56Y%
T3 Jun-23 Th np  3:25 4:16% 4:32 4:44', 4:52',| 5:28'» | 7:50%. 8:29 837 9:13 10:04), 10:28'%| 12:59 1:37 1:43 5:23  6:57
13 Jun-24 F vp 3125 417  4:32 4:45 4:53 5:29 7:51 829 837 9:13 10:04), 10:28'2| 12:59 1:37 1:43 5:23  6:57
Y Jun-25 nw op 3:25% 4:17  4:32), 4:45% 4:53 5:29 7:51% 8:29% 8:37% 9:13% 10:04), 10:28'2| 12:59 1:37% 1:43), 5123  6:57
13 Jun-26 S N7 3:26 4:172 4:33 4:45', 4:53'5| 5:29% | 7:51% 8:29% 8:38 9:14 10:05 10:29 12:59'%| 1:37%  1:43)%,  5:23 6:57
nd Jun-27 M P 326, 418 4:33% 4:46 4:54 5:30 7:52 8:30 8:38 9:14 10:05 10:29 12:59%| 1:.37% 1.43%  5:23% 6:57%
V3 Jun-28 T »p 3:27 4:18)% 4:34 4:46', 4:54',| 5:30% | 7:52'% 8:30 8:38), 9:14), 10:05% 10:29%%|( 1:00 1:38 1:44 5:23% 6:57%
Y Jun29 W Tp 328 4:19 4:34 4:47 4:55 5:31 7:53 8:30% 8:38% 9:14%, 10:06 10:30 1:00 1:38 1:44 5:23%, 6:57%
R Jun-30 Th wp 3:28), 4:19 4:35 4:47'2 4:55 5:31 7:53%, 8:30%: 8:39 9:15 10:06 10:30 1:00 1:38 1:44 5:23% 6:57%
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Explanation of the Times in the Luchos

Degrees (m%yn): In many calendars some of the Zemanim for Alos HaShachar,
Misheyakir, and Tzais HaCochavim are measured in degrees. The reason for this is
that these Zemanim are dependent on the amount of light in the sky. The greatest
impact on the amount of light in the sky is the position of the sun. Before sunrise and
after sunset, the closer the sunis to the horizon the lighter the sky is. Although Tzais is
not necessarily dependent on the amount of light but rather on the amount of stars,
since the greatest impact on the visibility of stars is the light in the sky, Tzais is often
calculated based on the amount of light in the sky. We measure the sun’s position in
degrees (referring to the amount of degrees below or above the horizon). Therefore
the easiest way to accurately calculate these Zemanim is to calculate when the sun
will be in the position that will cause the amount of light needed for these Zemanim.
For a thorough explanation of this topic one should look in the Hebrew sefer o’anin
17712 authored by Harav Chaim Benish (w11 0»n 177) or the English sefer Dvar Yom
authored by HaRav Dovid Braunfeld.

Alos Hashachar (w’nyy ,anwn m>y): Dawn: The beginning of daytime in Jewish
Law. Although commandments that must be performed during daytime can be
fulfilled from this point on, preferably one should wait until Sunrise (HaNetz) to
perform them. Such commandments include Megilla, Shofar, Lulav and Esrog, and
Milah. In case of necessity one can also fulfill his obligation to say Krias Shema and
Shemoneh Esrei from this time on. Alos is also the beginning of all minor Fast Days,
at which point one can no longer eat. Finally, Alos is also the end of the nighttime
in Jewish Law. All commandments which must be done during nighttime must be
fulfilled before this time. Such commandments include Maariv, Sfira, Megilla, and
Chanukah Candles. We print two times for Alos, one when the sun is 18 degrees
below the horizon and one which is 72 minutes before sunrise. We have rounded
the time of Alos to the later half minute. Therefore for minor fast days and
commandments that can only be fulfilled during nighttime one should subtract
half a minute to the printed time. Also, in regard to Alos which is 72 minutes before
sunrise, the time for sunrise is based on someone who is standing at sea level. In
truth the elevation of the city might affect the time one can see the sun (a short
explanation for this can be found in the paragraph about HaNetz and a more
extensive explanation can be found in the unabridged ovin »apy m?%). Therefore,
for commandments that can only be fulfilled during nighttime we have included
the time for Alos based on HaNetz as observed by one standing at the elevation
above sea level that we use for the city and rounded to the earlier minute. Since
different parts of the city are at different elevations we use a higher elevation as
a stringency. This Zeman can be found on the "Additional Zemanim" pages in the
back of the calendar.

We have also included the time of Alos calculated when the sunis 16 degrees below
the horizon. Although we have not found a source for it since it is included in many
Calendars we have included it in the "Additional Zemanim".

Misheyakir (12>wn): The time when one can differentiate between white and
blue and when one can recognize a casual acquaintance from a distance of four
Amos (approximately between 6 and 8 feet). This is the earliest preferable time
one can fulfill his obligation of Krias Shema. It is also the earliest time one can
make a bracha on Tallis and Tefillin. We print the times when the sunis 9.5 and 7.65
degrees below the horizon. These times are based on the customs to calculate
Misheyakir 45 and 36 minutes before sunrise. These calculations were approved
by Harav Shmuel Kamenetsky Shlita. It is written in his name that at 45 minutes
before Netz it is probable that one can make a bracha on Tallis and Tefillin and
that by 36 minutes it has definitely reached the time of Misheyakir (p9n mavn y2ip
17 /0y MW 1Myn NoD).

Many calendars in the United States calculate Misheyakir when the sun is 10.2
degrees below the horizon. Therefore we have included it in our calendar.

On occasion one finds himself in a need to daven even earlier than the above times.
For such cases we have include Misheyakir calculated when the sun is 11 and 11.5
degrees below the horizon. One should consult a Rav to determine if he can rely
on these times.

Netz (va ,xan ,mnn ¥1 ,mnn ¥1n): Sunrise: When the top edge of the sun
becomes visible above the horizon. The earliest preferable time one can perform
commandments that must be performed during daytime. It is also the preferable
time to say Shemoneh Esrei. It is impossible to calculate the exact time of Netz.
We have printed the standard time printed in most calendars (Jewish and secular).
This is the time determined by the United States Naval Observatory (USNO).
Note: According to many authorities this is not the actual time for Netz. There are
many factors that relate to Netz beyond the scope of this work. One important
factor is that one who is standing on elevated ground will see Netz beforehand.
Many consider this to be the Halachic Netz. Therefore the time for Alos calculated
72 minutes before sunrise is NOT calculated from this time. A more extensive
explanation for this can be found in the unabridged orn >apy m?%. The English Sefer
Dvar Yom by HaRav Dovid Braunfeld also discusses this topic.

Sof Zeman Krias Shema (wnw nx1p t mo): The latest time to recite the
morning Krias Shema. The end of three Shaos Zemanios (in simple terms, the end
of one fourth of the daytime). There is a great dispute among the authorities how
to calculate Shaos Zemanios. Some calculate from Alos until Tzais while others



calculate from Netz until Shkiya. Customarily, we refer to the two calculations as
the Magen Avrohom’s and the Gra’s/Graz’s times, respectively. In actuality, there is
another complication with regard to the Magen Avrohom’s times, because we are
unsure of the time for Alos and Tzais. We print three times for the Magen Avrohom’s
Sof Zeman Krias Shema. The standard time printed in most calendars is calculated
from Alos HaShachar calculated 72 minutes before sunrise until Tzais calculated 72
minutes after sunset. However, many are of the opinion that this Zeman of Tzais
is a stringency and that it is already Tzais when the sun is 7.083 degrees below the
horizon. According to that view, one should calculate Shaos Zemanios from Alos
until the sunis 7.083 degrees below the horizon. This is the opinion of HaRav Shmuel
Kamenetsky and many others. We have included times using Alos calculated when
the sun is 18 degrees below the horizon until Tzais calculated when the sun is 7.083
degrees below the horizon and using Alos calculated 72 minutes before sunrise
until Tzais calculated when the sun is 7.083 degrees below the horizon. For a more
extensive explanation one should look in the unabridged ovin »apy m5.

We also print the time according to the Gra and Graz, calculated from sunrise
until sunset. It should be noted that all calculations for the Gra’s and
Graz’s Shaos Zemanios are based on sunrise and sunset calculated for
someone who is standing at the elevation of the city above sea level
(an explanation for this can be found in the unabridged ovn »apy mv).

Sof Zeman Tefillah (7sn yt mp): The latest time to recite the morning
Shemoneh Esrei. The end of four Shaos Zemanios (in simple terms, the end of
one third of the daytime). As mentioned above there is a great dispute among
the authorities how to calculate Shaos Zemanios. Since this time is only applicable
to rabbinical obligations we only print the standard times: the Magen Avrohom’s
Zeman using Alos HaShachar calculated 72 minutes before sunrise until Tzais
HaCochavim calculated 72 minutes after sunset and the Gra’s and Graz’s Zeman
based on Netz and Shkiya.

Chatzos (mxn): Midday: The end of six Shaos Zemanios and the midpoint between
Netz and Shkiya. In certain cases one can fulfill his obligation to recite the morning
Shemoneh Esrei until this time. One should consult a Rav in each case. Because it
is prohibited to fast on Shabbos and Yom Tov, one is obligated to start eating by
this time. Chatzos Layla (0% mxn-Midnight) is twelve hours after Chatzos, so this
is also the time for Chatzos Layla.

Mincha Gedola (013 nnm): The earliest time one can fulfill his obligation
to daven Mincha. The end of six and a half Shaos Zemanios. According to some
authorities one should preferably wait until Mincha Ketana (the end of nine and
a half Shaos Zemanios) to daven Mincha, but the general custom is to rely on the
authorities that hold the preferable time starts from Mincha Gedola. We print the

time according to the Gra and Graz which is calculated from Netz until Shkiya. The
time based on Alos and Tzais is included in the ""Additional Zemanim".

Nine Hours (myw ywn): The end of nine Shaos Zemanios. From this time it is
preferable that one refrain from eating a meal on Erev Shabbos and Erev Yom
Tov. This is also the time from which one is prohibited from eating a meal on Erev
Pesach and Erev Sukkos. (Note: Some hold on Erev Sukkos it is prohibited to eat a
meal from Chatzos.) The Zeman according to the Gra and Graz can be found in the
"Additional Zemanim".

Mincha Ketana (n1vp nnan): According to some authorities one should preferably
wait until Mincha Ketana (the end of nine and a half Shaos Zemanios) to daven
Mincha. We print the Magen Avrohom’s Zeman using Alos HaShachar calculated
72 minutes before sunrise until Tzais HaCochavim calculated 72 minutes after
sunset and the Gra’s and Graz’s Zeman based on Netz and Shkiya. The Zemanim
for Mincha Ketana can be found in the ""Additional Zemanim".

Plag HaMincha (nninn »99): The earliest time one can light Shabbos Candles and
accept upon oneself Shabbos and Yom Tov. The end of ten and three quarters
Shaos Zemanios, which is one and a quarter Shaos Zemanios before the end of
the day. We print the time according to the Gra and Graz which is calculated from
Netz until Shkiya. If one wants to be machmir on the Magen Avrohom’s Zeman for
Plag HaMincha it should be calculated from Alos HaShachar (each according to his
opinion-72 minutes or 18,19 or 16 degrees) until Tzais HaCochavim calculated when
the sunis 7.083-8.5 degrees below the horizon. These times have been included in
the "Additional Zemanim".

Hadlakas Neiros (mn1 npy1n): The customary time for lighting Shabbos and Yom
Tov Candles. We print the time 18 minutes before Shkiya.

Shkiya (nwpw ,mnnn ny’pw): Sunset: When the top edge of the sun disappears
below the horizon. In Jewish Law there is a period of time between daytime
and nighttime that is unclear if it is part of the day or night, referred to as Bein
HaShmashos (mwnwn y2). Shkiya marks the beginning of this period of time.
Accordingly all commandments that most be fulfilled during daytime should be
fulfilled before Shkiya. These commandments include Tallis, Tefillin, Megilla, Shofar,
Lulav and Esrog, Milah, and Tefillas Mincha. It is also the time when one must start
fasting on Tisha B’Av. Although it is also the beginning of Shabbos, Yom Tov, and
Yom Kippur there is an obligation to add to these days and one should accept upon
oneself the holiness of these days at least two minutes before Shkiya. It isimpossible
to calculate the exact time of shkiya. We have printed the standard time printed
in most calendars (Jewish and secular). This is the time determined by the United
States Naval Observatory (USNO). Note: The time for Tzais calculated 72 minutes
after sunset is NOT calculated from this time.



¢ Tzais HaCochavim (0213190 nxx): The appearance of (three medium size) stars;

the beginning of nighttime in Jewish Law. This marks the end of the unclear time
between day and night (Bein HaShmashos). This marks the earliest time for all
commandments that are fulfilled at night. These commandments include: reciting
the nighttime Krias Shema, eating in a Sukkah on the first night of Sukkos, reading
the Megilla, counting the Omer, and all commandments related to the Pesach Seder
(Matza, Maror, Four Kosos, etc.). It is also the earliest preferable time to daven
Maariv. Finally it marks the end of Shabbos, Yom Tov, and Fast Days. The two most
commonly accepted times for Tzais in New York, Lakewood, and the surrounding
areas are 50 and 72 minutes after Shkiya (the other common customs for Tzais are
42, 45, and 60 minutes after Shkiya). In truth, stars appear different amounts of
time after Shkiya throughout the year. Therefore, it is almost universally accepted
that the time of 50 minutes after Shkiya is not a set time throughout the year but a
maximum amount of time after Shkiya at which point one can be certain stars have
appeared. As mentioned above in the paragraph dealing with Degrees, the greatest
impact on the visibility of stars is the amount of light in the sky which is impacted
by the position of the sun below the horizon. With the advance of technology it has
become possible to determine where the sun is located in New York, Lakewood,
and the surrounding areas on the evening that the sky is least dark 50 minutes after
Shkiya. That is approximately when the sun is 8.5 degrees below the horizon. Itis
then fairly simple to calculate what time the sun is in that location on other days
of the year. This fixes a more precise time for Tzais. For a thorough explanation
of this topic one should look in the Hebrew sefer n3Yna oint authored by Harav
Chaim Benish (w12 0>n 270) or the English sefer Dvar Yom authored by HaRav Dovid
Braunfeld. We print three times for Tzais, one calculated when the sunis 8.5 degrees
below the horizon, one calculated 50 minutes after Shkiya, and one calculated 72
minutes after Shkiya. The last time is generally referred to as Tzais of Rabbeinu Tam.
It should be noted that for Tzais of Rabbeinu Tam we have used the time of sunset for
someone who is standing at the elevation of the city above sea level (an explanation
for this can be found in the unabridged ovin »apy m9). This is NOT the time printed
for Shkiya in the Calendar.

We have also included times for Tzais calculated when the sun is 7.67 ,7.083, and
9.75 degrees below the horizon based on the accepted times for Tzais of 45,42, and
60 minutes after Shkiya. These Zemanim can be found in the “Additionl Zemanim”.

Chatzos Layla (077 mxn): Midnight: The midpoint between Shkiya and Netz. This
time is not printed in the Calendar. Since it is twelve hours after Chatzos Hayom, it
is the same time as Chatzos Hayom. This is the time by which one preferably should
recite the nighttime Krias Shema and daven Maariv. It is also the time by which one
preferably should finish Matza, Maror, and Afikomin on the nights of the Sedarim.

* Molad (79m): According to the calculations used to set up the Jewish Calendar,

this is the moment when the new moon appears. It is announced on Shabbos
Mevorchim. The time announced is based on Mean Solar Time in Yerushalayim.
This is the time printed in the Luach.

Sof Zeman Kiddush Levana (n127 wvrpp ot 0): There is a dispute among the
authorities until when one can make a Bracha on the new moon. Preferably one
should say the Bracha before the earlier time (Rema- x"1n1). In a post-facto situation
one is permitted to make the Bracha until the later time. As mentioned before, the
time of the Molad is based on Mean Solar Time in Yerushalayim. In regard to Sof
Zeman Kiddush Levana most authorities hold it should be adjusted based on one’s
location. The times in the Calendar have been adjusted to Eastern Standard Time
(and Daylight Savings Time).

Sof Zeman Achilas Chometz (ynn nax 1t mo): The end of the time one is
permitted to consume Chometz on Erev Pesach. The end of four Shaos Zemanios.
Although this is a rabbinical prohibition, many are accustomed to be extra
scrupulous in regard to all laws regarding Chometz. Therefore in the Calendar
besides the two commonly printed times (the Magen Avrohom’s Zeman based
on Alos calculated 72 minutes before Netz until Tzais calculated 72 minutes after
Shkiya and the Gra’s and Graz’s Zeman), we have included four times for one who
wants to be extra scrupulous. An explanation of these times can be found in the
unabridged ovin »apy m?7.

Sof Zeman Biur Chometz (ynn my>a it mv): The end of the time for destroying
Chometz on Erev Pesach. The end of five Shaos Zemanios. From this time until the
end of Pesach one may not have in his possession any Chometz. Although this time
is a rabbinical prohibition (the biblical prohibition does not start until Chatzos),
many are accustomed to be extra scrupulous in regard to all laws regarding
Chometz. Therefore in the Calendar besides the two commonly printed times (the
Magen Avrohom’s Zeman based on Alos calculated 72 minutes before Netz until
Tzais calculated 72 minutes after Shkiya and the Gra’s and Graz’s Zeman), we have
included four times for one who wants to be extra scrupulous. An explanation of
these times can be found in the unabridged ovin »apy m3.

Sof Zeman Taanis (mavn 1t mu): The end of Fast Days. As mentioned above fast
days end at Tzais. In truth there are many accepted times for Tzais and therefore
we have included extra times for Fast Days. An explanation of these times can
be found in the unabridged D >apy M7. As mentioned above in our explanation
for Tzais, the two most commonly accepted times for Tzais in the New York,
Lakewood, and surrounding areas are 50 and 72 minutes after Shkiya. In regard to
Fast days many are not accustomed to wait 72 minutes after Shkiya. One who does
not know which time to use should consult a Rav.
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